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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). Members are advised that 
there are 2 minutes remaining in this 
vote. 

b 1927 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER laid before the House 
the following communication from the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, August 31, 2007. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: I have the honor to 
transmit herewith a scanned copy of a Cer-
tificate of Election received from the Honor-
able Debra Bowen, Secretary of State of 
California, indicating that, at the Special 
Election held on August 21, 2007, the Honor-
able Laura Richardson was duly elected Rep-
resentative in Congress for the Thirty-Sev-
enth Congressional District, State of Cali-
fornia. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

LORRAINE C. MILLER, 
Clerk of the House. 

Enclosure. 
CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION 

I, Debra Bowen, Secretary of State of the 
State of California, hereby certify: That ac-
cording to the official canvass of votes cast 
in the Special General Election held on the 
21st day of August, 2007 in the 37th Congres-
sional District, Laura Richardson was elect-
ed to the office of United States Representa-
tive, District 37 for the term prescribed by 
law. 

f 

SWEARING IN OF THE HONORABLE 
LAURA RICHARDSON, OF CALI-
FORNIA, AS A MEMBER OF THE 
HOUSE 

The SPEAKER. Will Representative- 
elect RICHARDSON and the Members of 
the California delegation present them-
selves in the well. 

Ms. RICHARDSON appeared at the bar 
of the House and took the oath of of-
fice, as follows: 

Do you solemnly swear or affirm that 
you will support and defend the Con-
stitution of the United States against 
all enemies, foreign and domestic; that 
you will bear true faith and allegiance 
to the same; that you take this obliga-
tion freely, without any mental res-
ervation or purpose of evasion; and 
that you will well and faithfully dis-
charge the duties of the office on which 
you are about to enter, so help you 
God. 

The SPEAKER. Congratulations. You 
are now a Member of the 110th Con-
gress. 

f 

b 1930 

WELCOMING THE HONORABLE 
LAURA RICHARDSON TO THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

(Mr. STARK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, as the 
dean of the California delegation, it’s 
my privilege, my honor and distinct 
pleasure to introduce the newest mem-
ber of our California delegation, LAURA 
RICHARDSON, elected to California’s 
37th Congressional District in a special 
election held just recently. LAURA 
RICHARDSON is a passionate critic of 
the war in Iraq, a supporter of uni-
versal health care, and a welcome addi-
tion to our delegation. 

After three terms on the Long Beach 
City Council and several years as direc-

tor for Lieutenant Governor Cruz 
Bustamante, LAURA was elected to the 
California State Assembly last Novem-
ber. And less than a year later, she won 
a special election to succeed our dear 
departed colleague, Juanita Millender- 
McDonald, and joins us here. It is a dis-
tinction that she is one of the few peo-
ple in the history of this country to 
serve both in a local, State and Federal 
post within 1 year. She worked for Jua-
nita as a field deputy, and she will con-
tinue her important work to ensure 
that all Americans can participate in a 
fair and free electoral process. 

LAURA’s career has many highlights. 
While on the city council, she was re-
sponsible for bringing Long Beach’s 
inner city its first job training center 
for working families; she championed 
economic development and improved 
upon transportation services. And dear 
to my heart, she helped open the first 
new bank in the city’s central area 
since the 1992 riots. 

In the assembly, she became the first 
African American woman to serve as 
the Assistant Speaker pro tempore. In 
the House, she will keep California’s 
Democratic delegation a majority fe-
male; of our 34 members, 18 are women. 

She is a member of the International 
Association of Machinists and Aero-
space Workers, and she joins us as an 
effective voice for working families in 
Congress. I look forward to working 
with her to improve health care for ev-
eryone and address the disparities in 
our health care system, issues I know 
are important to her and should be to 
all of us. 

At this time, I yield to my distin-
guished colleague and senior Member 
from the Republican delegation of Cali-
fornia. 

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, I 
thank my friend for yielding. 

I would like to join with our col-
league in extending congratulations on 
behalf of all Republican Members to 
our new colleague, Ms. RICHARDSON. 

We were all saddened by the un-
timely passing of our friend and former 
colleague, Juanita Millender-McDon-
ald, but knowing that her former field 
deputy is going to be representing her 
I know would make Juanita extraor-
dinarily proud. And to go from the city 
council to the State legislature to the 
United States Congress within a 1-year 
period of time is a very, very impres-
sive accomplishment. 

And I will say that I know the Cali-
fornia delegation will continue to work 
together in a bipartisan way. And we 
look forward to welcoming Ms. RICH-
ARDSON as part of that effort. 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, at this 
time I would like to yield the balance 
of my time to the Honorable LAURA 
RICHARDSON, Representative of Califor-
nia’s 37th Congressional District. 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Speaker PELOSI, 
Leaders HOYER, CLYBURN, EMANUEL, 
BECERRA, Caucus Chairs LOFGREN, KIL-
PATRICK, BACA and HONDA, the Cali-
fornia delegation, thank you all for 
meeting with me, kind of putting me 
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